STRESS AND ACCENTUATION

Stress is the practice of saying one syllable louder than another.  All words in Spanish have stress.  In the word "casa", the first syllable is stressed.  Unlike English, Spanish words all have one stressed syllable.  All additional syllables in the word are unstressed.

Spanish stresses unaccented words in this way:

RULE 1


If the word ends in a vowel (a e i o u) or n or s, the word is stressed on the next to the last syllable automatically.



peso, importante, pacientes, trabajan

RULE 2


If the word ends in any other letter, it is stressed on the last syllable automatically.



total, respirar, edad
RULE 3


If the word does not follow the above rules, it has an accent mark.  An accent mark is a written stress.  It overrides the rules stated above pointing out visually where the stress belongs.   Accent marks may only be placed above vowels and are only found in the stressed syllable.



débil, corazón, termómetro

---------------------

DIPHTHONGS

A diphthong is a weak vowel together with a strong vowel in the same syllable.  The weak vowels are u and i;  ("You and I are weak.")   The following words have diphthongs:



bueno, historia, cruel.

Whenever an accent mark is needed over a diphthong, it goes over the strong vowel, never over the weak vowel.  If you write an accent mark over a weak vowel, it becomes a strong vowel.  Since there cannot be two strong vowels in the same syllable, an extra syllable is created.



estación, miércoles, adiós





but



frío, grúa, economía

ADDITIONAL USES OF ACCENT MARKS

Sometimes, words have accent marks not to indicate stress but to distinguish one word from its homonym pair.  (sí=yes, si=if).  

Additionally, all interrogatives have accents.  (¿Dónde?)

Any time you see an accent mark, it always corresponds to the stressed syllable in the word, even if it is marking a homonym or an interrogative.  (éste)
------------------

Practice finding the dominant syllable in these words using rules one and two.  (None require accents.)

cable
oficina
doctor

formula
llamo
urgente

hospital
papel
pulgar

pastor    
espiritual
solar

exterior
llene 
dentista

roto
tribu
reloj

Listen to the following words, find the dominant syllable and determine if the word requires an accent to be said as it was.  (All accent marks have been left off of these words for purposes of illustration.)

carne
tenis
album

popular
portatil
festival

acido
fertilidad
marmol

liquido
tribu
regular

sabado
Hernandez
Avila

1.   publico
27. petalo

2.   llamo
28. metal

3.   llamo
29. modelo

4.   señorita
30. perfumar

5.   señora
31. Lopez

6.   mujer
32. replica

7.   mujeres
33. joven

8.   profesional
34. debil

9.   avocacion
35. betun

10.   disciplina
36. gloria

11.   disciplinar
37. atlas

12.   discipulo
38. veloz

13.   profesora
39. tenis

14.   profesor
40. perdon

15.   cintura
41. perdona

16.   cinturon
42. perdonar

17.   adios
43. adios

18.   Dios
44. dios

19.   escuche
45. pulmon

20.   escuche
46. pared

21.   escuchar
47. biblico

22.   verbal
48. bebe

23.   verbosidad
49. bebe

24.   verbo
50. pulgar

25.   reloj
51. publico

26.   relojes
52. publico

total
álbum
acróbata

crisis
control
timpano

melodía
fulgor
betun

cáncer
párpado
Vargas

Valdez
López
verdad
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