The Spanish Alphabet

	Letter
	Name
	Spanish example
	English equivalent

	a
	a
	alto
	a in father

	b (also represented by v)
	be
	beso, valle
	b in boy

	c followed by a
	
	casa
	

	                               o
	
	cosa
	

	                               u
	ce
	cuna
	c in car

	     c followed by any                                                                                                                                                                       consonant
	
	clase
	

	(que)
	
	que
	c in car

	(qui)
	
	quince
	c in car

	          c followed by e
	
	cena
	

	          c followed by i
	
	cinco
	c in center

	ch
	che
	chico
	ch in cheek

	d  (initial, following n or l)
	de
	domingo
	d in David

	d  (in all other cases) 
	
	todo
	th in tether

	e
	e
	eso
	e in met

	f
	efe
	foto
	f in fin

	g followed by a
	
	gato
	

	                      o
	
	gota
	

	                      u
	ge
	Guzmán
	g in gate

	     “       “     any consonant
	
	gloria
	

	(gue)
	
	guerra
	g in gate

	(gui)
	
	guitarra
	g in gate

	g followed by e
	
	gente
	

	                      i
	
	gitano
	h in help

	h
	hache
	hola  (silent)
	silent 

	i
	i
	isla
	ee in see

	j
	jota
	José
	h in help

	k
	ka
	kilo (not a letter of the Spanish alphabet)
	(as in original language)

	l
	ele
	lago
	l in lake

	ll  (also represented y)
	elle
	llamo
	y in yes

	m
	eme
	mano
	m in make

	n
	ene
	no
	n in no

	ñ
	eñe
	ñapa, niño
	ny in canyon

	o
	o
	ocho
	o in oboe (without glide)

	p
	pe
	peso
	p in spin (not pin)

	q
	qu
	que
	q  in quick

	r
	ere
	pero
	t as in “pot of tea

	rr 

(spelled “r” if at the beginning of a word or following l

               n

               s
	erre
	perro

rojo

alrededor

Enrique

Israel
	trilled sound like the rrrr of a child imitating a motor

	s and z (if initial, before a vowel or before an unvoiced consonant)
	ese
	seis, lazo

pizarra
	s in so

	s and z (if before a voiced consonant)
	
	mismo, rasgo
	z in zone

	t
	te
	tela
	

	u
	u
	usted
	oo in soon

	v  (see b)
	uve
	
	

	w
	uve doble
	Washington (not a letter of the Spanish alphabet)
	(as in original language)

	x (before vowels)
	equis
	examen
	like English gs 

	x (before consonants)
	
	extraño
	like English s

	y (also represented ll)
	i griega
	yo
	like English y in yet

	z  (see s)
	zeta
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