
Cuesta College 
Spring 2011

COURSE  Spanish  204 (CRN 30802)

INSTRUCTOR  Ralph Sutter

TIME AND PLACE  01:30-2:20- p. m. M-Th Room 6104
	REQUIRED TEXT
	Bretz, Mary Lee et al. ¡Avance!:  Segunda Edición Intermediate Spanish.  New York:  McGraw Hill, 2008 ISBN: 0073513172

	REQUIRED ELECTRONIC WORKBOOK
	Bretz, Dvorak, Bransdorfer Online Cuaderno de práctica, ¡Avance! Intermediate Spanish: Segunda edición  ISBN: 0077392914
Course Code:  PBPMB697  (This is not the workbook key.)
The electronic workbook key can be purchased on-line directly from the publisher at

http://tinyurl.com/2cxa7jd 


	
	

	PUBLISHER’S WEB SITE
	www.mhhe.com/avance2 


SCOPE OF THE CLASS: This course selectively reviews the entire text.

ATTENDANCE: Regular attendance is essential to your success in mastering a language. If you feel that you can afford to miss class, then perhaps this course is too easy for you and you should consider challenging it by examination or enrolling in a more advanced course. The Spanish Department offers a placement examination if you wish to confirm your current skills level. 

In order to learn a language, you have to practice. The more that you practice; the more complete your success. When you are absent from class for any reason, you cannot participate in the class activities. You lose practice time and language acquisition suffers. Excessive absences will result in lowered grades. 

If you are absent at all during the first two weeks or if you miss three classes during the semester without compelling justification, you may be dropped from the rolls. If you must miss class, please leave me a voicemail message at 546-3100 ext. 2694.   Alternately, you may e-mail me at rsutter@cuesta.edu.
OFFICE HOURS: I have office hours on M-Th 10:30-11:30 am and M 12:30-01:30 pm.  I also staff the Language Lab (Room 6103) from M-Th from 8:30-09:30 am.  Feel free to come to the lab during those times as if they were office hours.  You will find the complete Language Lab hours on the web at http://academic.cuesta.edu/intlang/lab/currentlabhours.htm.   

If you cannot meet with me at any of those times, please speak with me so that we may make alternate arrangements. My office is located in the 6200 Building, Room 6206. 

	Office Location
	Phone
	E-mail
	Web Site

	Room 6206
	546-3100 ext. 2694
	rsutter@cuesta.edu
	http://academic.cuesta.edu/rsutter/index.html 


HOMEWORK: I will assign homework every class session.  Homework must be turned in at the beginning of class on the date due.  It must indicate the date due and the class.  Exercises taken from the gray pages of the text contain an answer key.  The answer key is located in the Appendix at the end of the text.  Please check your answers and make any necessary corrections. If you have to make numerous corrections, review the concepts. If you have questions about the material that you can't resolve, bring them up in class the following day. 

When you submit homework late, you do not come to class fully prepared for the day's activities. As a result, you learn less than you otherwise might have. Late homework is therefore not accepted other than in cases of illness or approved absence.   I follow this same policy with the Cuadernos, described in the following section.

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES:  If you are a student with disability that would inhibit your effective learning of the material in the lass, please notify the instructor and make an appointment with DSPS (located in the 3300 Building) to discuss your needs for accommodation as soon as possible.

TESTING: I may give quizzes throughout the semester. I will also give four comprehensive examinations during the semester.  All quizzes and examinations will always be announced beforehand. I will not give make-ups. 

GRADING: Spanish classes at Cuesta College are only available for a letter grade. They are not offered credit/no credit. Your grade is based on the number of points that you earn during the semester. The chart below indicates the values for each component of the course. I do not award plus/minus grades.  

	Component
	Percentage Value

	Daily Assignments
	25%

	Compositions
	25% (5 essays)

	Chapter Examinations
	30% (4 exams)

	Final Examination
	20%

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Grading Scale

	
	
	A
	90-100%

	
	
	B
	80-89%

	
	
	C
	70-79%

	
	
	D
	60-69%

	
	
	F
	<60%


I enforce the Cuesta College academic honesty policy. It resides on line at http://academic.cuesta.edu/president/BP/BP6000/6200.pdf.  Incidents of cheating will be referred to the Dean of Students for disciplinary action. 

IMPORTANT DATES: No classes will be held on Monday, February 21st, nor for the week of April 25th-April 28th.  The last day to withdraw with a grade of W is Saturday, April 9th, 2011.

FINAL EXAMINATION: The final examination is Monday, May 16, 2011 from 02:15-04:15  It will take place in the regular classroom.   I will not give early or late finals.  Please bear this in mind when enrolling in this course. 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES:  

Upon completion of this course the student should be able to: 

· Comprehend formal and informal spoken Spanish when spoken to by native speakers from different countries at a normal rate of speed. 

· Communicate facts, ideas and opinions with pronunciation that is good enough so as not to interfere with comprehension. 

· Discuss topics of general interest using correct grammatical forms. 

· Organize and defend ideas and points of view both orally and in writing. 

· Read, understand and discuss dialogues, short stories and magazine articles from general circulation Spanish language publications. 

· Read and understand selections of literature in Spanish from well-known Spanish and Latin American authors. 

· Write properly formed essays and narratives in excess of 250 words. 

· Demonstrate an increased understanding of Spanish-speaking people through personal interaction and the study of their history, literature, music and art. 


Students will continue to demonstrate the effective, accurate use and increasing mastery of 

· The sound system of the Spanish language. 

· The basic syntactic patterns of speech. 

· A core vocabulary of spoken and written Spanish necessary to communicate effectively with native speakers of Spanish on topics of general interest.
FINAL NOTE: I will conduct the course in Spanish exclusively. At times, you may not understand all that is being said. However, you should always know the topic of discussion. Use all the clues at your disposal to help you understand. Watch what other people are doing. Consider what they have said. Ask questions (in Spanish of course) to further clarify the matter. Do not translate into English or ask me to do so. The more willing that you are to keep focused even when you don't understand completely or can't express exactly what you would like to say, the more fluent your Spanish will become. 

This is not just a grammar review course. You study grammar at home. In class, you listen to others speak Spanish and you speak with them. At first, you will listen much more than you will speak. In time, you will put together longer sentences. The challenge of this class is to get the most mileage out of whatever Spanish you know at the moment. 

As always, the most effective communication is two-way communication. Therefore, I urge you to participate enthusiastically in the class and to offer freely your comments and suggestions for improving the course. 

Ralph Sutter 

Avance

Distribución de temas

Capítulo 1: Tipos y estereotipos

Gender and number of nouns
Basic patterns of adjective agreement
Equivalents of to be: ser, estar
Subject pronouns and the present indicative
Direct objects

Capítulo 2: La comunidad humana

Impersonal se and passive se
Indirect objects
Sequence of object pronouns
The imperfect indicative
Reflexive structures

Literatura:  La Llorona
Capítulo 3: Costumbres y tradiciones

Gustar and similar verbs
Forms of the preterite
Hacer in expressions of time
Preterite/Imperfect contrast
Relative pronouns: que, quien
Capítulo 4: La familia

Imperatives: Formal direct commands
The subjunctive mood: Concept; forms of the present subjunctive
Use of the subjunctive: Persuasion
Imperatives: Informal direct commands

Literatura:  El nieto by Antonio Benítez Rojo

Capítulo 5: Geografía, demografía, tecnología

More relative pronouns
Positive, negative, and indefinite expressions
Uses of the subjunctive: Certainty versus doubt; emotion

Capítulo 6: El hombre y la mujer en el mundo actual

Present perfect indicative
Present perfect subjunctive
Uses of the subjunctive: Adjective clauses

Literatura:  Rosamunda by Carmen Laforet

Capítulo 7: El mundo de los negocios

Review of the preterite
Review of the uses of the subjunctive
The past subjunctive: Concept; forms
Use of subjunctive and indicative in adverbial clauses

Capítulo 8: Creencias e ideología

The subjunctive in adverbial clauses: Interdependence
Por and para
The process se
Review of the subjunctive: An overview

Literatura:  Espuma y nada más by Hernando Téllez

Capítulo 9: Los hispanos en los Estados Unidos

The passive voice
Resultant state or condition versus passive voice
No-fault se constructions
A and en
Capítulo 10: La vida moderna

Future and conditional
If clauses with simple tenses
Comparisons

Literatura:  Memoria electrónica by Mario Benedetti

Capítulo 11: La ley y la libertad individual

Other forms of the perfect indicative
The perfect subjunctive
More on the sequence of tenses

Capítulo 12: El trabajo y el ocio

Review of verb forms
Progressive forms
Restrictions on the use of the –ndo forms

Literatura:  El sur by Jorge Luis Borges
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